


Trails and Hike Descriptions

For each hike in the following list you will find the round-trip length (unless specified as one-way), map (see 
right side of page) on which the trailhead is located, graded difficulty (with A = difficult,     B = moderately 
difficult, C = moderate, D = moderately easy, E = easy),  cumulative elevation gain (CEG), and a brief 
description.  The hikes are in alphabetic order starting with map A.  Trailheads on each map are denotedby 

a filled circle.  Note that south is up on the trailhead and parking maps, and on the trail map.

Baldy Saddle
Length:  9.0 miles                     Map:  A                Grade:  B           CEG:  3500’
From the SE trailhead go south 0.3 mile to a signed trail intersection.  Turn left and follow rocky Old Baldy 
Trail to Josephine Saddle.  Continue on Old Baldy Trail past Bellows Spring to Baldy Saddle.  There are 
32 switchbacks between the Spring and Saddle.  Return by the same route.

Carrie Nation Mine
Length:  3.0 miles                     Map:  A                 Grade:  C          CEG:  1200’
From the SE trailhead go south 0.3 mile to a signed trail intersection.  Turn right and follow Vault Mine Trail 
about 0.5 mile to a second trail junction.  Follow Carrie Nation Trail to the left and up to an abandoned 
mine.  Return by the same route.

Crest Trail Crossover
One-way Length:  11.5 miles           Map:  A                 Grade:  A          CEG:  4000’
Proceed to Baldy Saddle (see above), turn left and follow Crest Trail to Florida Saddle.  A side trip to Armour 
Spring adds 0.8 mile.  Follow Florida Canyon Trail to a parking area at the USDA Experimental Station.  A 
shuttle car is needed for the return to the starting point.

Josephine Canyon
Length:  10 miles                     Map:  A                 Grade:  B          CEG:  3200’
From the SE trailhead go south 0.3 mile to a signed trail intersection.  Turn left and follow rocky Old Baldy 
Trail to Josephine Saddle.  Cross the saddle and follow trail south down into Josephine Canyon for about 
2.5 miles to the remains of an old stone building.  Return by same route.

Josephine Saddle Loop
Length:  6.2 miles                     Map:  A                 Grade:  C          CEG:  1700’
From the NE trailhead follow Super Trail 3.7 miles to Josephine Saddle.  Return to Mt Wrightson Picnic 
Area by following Old Baldy Trail 2.2 miles to a signed trail intersection.  Turn right.

Mt Wrightson
Length:  10.8, 12.2 miles                  Map:  A                 Grade:  A         CEG:  4200’
From the SE trailhead go south 0.3 mi to a signed trail intersection.  Turn left and follow rocky Old Baldy 
Trail to Josephine Saddle.  Continue on Old Baldy Trail past Bellows Spring to Baldy Saddle.  Follow signed 
trail to right and up to summit.  A return by the same route is a 10.8 mi hike.  A return via the upper part of 
Super Trail to Josephine Saddle is a picturesque route adding 1.4 mi.

Vault Mine - Old Baldy Loop
Length:  6.5 miles                     Map:  A                 Grade:  B          CEG:  2100’
From the SE trailhead go south 0.3 mi to a signed trail intersection.  Turn right and follow Vault Mine Trail 
about 0.5 mile to a second trail junction.  A steep, rocky climb up Vault Mine Trail ends at Agua Caliente 
Trail.  Turn left and follow trail to Josephine Saddle.  Return via Old Baldy Trail.

Nature Trail
One-way Length:   1.8 miles            Map:  A or B         Grade:  E          CEG:  100’ or 600’
Starting at the NW parking area on Map A, follow trail down Madera Canyon to the Amphitheater.  Cross 
bridge to parking area and main road.  Doing hike in reverse direction (up canyon) gives larger CEG.  
Round-trip length with loop closed by hiking road is 2.7 miles.

Bog Springs
Length:  3.8 (B), 3.4 (C) miles          Map:  B or C         Grade:  D         CEG:  1000’ (B), 1200’ (C)
This hike can be started at either of two trailheads on the east side of the main road, as shown on Maps B 
and C.  From the trailhead on B follow trail 0.6 mile to sign on a former jeep road, turn right and proceed 
to trail intersection with Kent Spring Trail.  Turn left and go to Bog Springs.
From the trailhead on C follow trail 0.4 mile to sign at intersection with trail coming from B.  Proceed straight 
ahead to trail intersection with Kent Spring Trail.  Turn left and go to Bog Springs.

Dutch John Spring
Length:  3.0 (B), 2.6 (C) miles          Map:  B or C         Grade:  D         CEG:  1000’ (B), 1200’ (C)
This hike can be started at either of the same two trailheads used for the Bog Springs hike.  From the 
trailhead on B follow trail 0.6 mile to sign on a former jeep road.  Turn left and go about 0.1 mile. Turn 
right on a former jeep road descending into a wash and up to the Bog Springs Campground.  At the paved 
campground road turn right and follow about 0.1 mile to a sign at the trailhead for Dutch John Spring.  This 
sign is across from a toilet.  Follow trail to spring.
From the trailhead on C follow trail 0.3 mile to former jeep road on the left descending into a wash.  Follow 
this road through wash and into campground.  Follow directions in preceding paragraph.

Kent Spring
Length:  6.2 (B), 5.8 (C) miles          Map:  B or C         Grade:  C         CEG:  1700’ (B), 1900’ (C)
This hike can be started at either of the two trailheads used for the Bog Springs hike.  Follow the directions 
for the Bog Springs hikes until the fork for the Bog Springs - Kent Spring trail is reached.  Proceed straight 
ahead at this juncture to Kent Spring.  Return by same route.

Accessible Trails
Two paved trails are accessible to those who are physically handicapped.  The longer one (0.8 mile) starts 
at the Proctor Parking Area (Map E).  The shorter one (0.5 mile) begins at the Whitehouse Picnic Area 
(Map D).  CEG is approximately 100’ on each trail.

Madera Creek Trail
This trail is accessed from points on Maps B, C, and D.  It joins the Nature Trail at the Amphitheater and 
Accessible Trails at Whitehouse Picnic Area.

ENJOY THE BEAUTY OF MADERA CANYON AND THE SANTA RITA MOUNTAINS!

REMEMBER!!!   TWO QUARTS OF WATER OR MORE ON LONG DAY HIKES



Blackbirds & Orioles (continued)          Sp   Su    F    W
____ Brewer’s Blackbird.............................. r        -      r       r
____ Great-tailed Grackle.......................... r        r      r       r
____ Bronzed Cowbird............................... u      u      u       -
____ Brown-headed Cowbird.................. c      c       u       - 
____ Hooded Oriole.................................... c      c       c       - 
____ Bullock’s Oriole................................... c      u       u      -
____ Scott’s Oriole....................................... c       c       c      r

Cardueline Finches    
____ Purple Finch ........................................... -       -       -     x
____ Cassin’s Finch........................................ i       -       -      i
____ House Finch.......................................... c      c      c     c
____ Red Crossbill......................................... r       r      r      r
____ Pine Siskin............................................. c       -      u     c
____ Lesser Goldfinch................................. c      c      c      c
____ Lawrence’s Goldfinch........................ r       -       r      r
____ American Goldfinch ......................... r       -       -      r
____ Evening Grosbeak.............................. r       -       -      r
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Mimids (continued)                                       Sp   Su    F    W
____ Crissal Thrasher...................................... u      u      r      r 
      
Waxwings & Silky Flycatchers
____ Cedar Waxwing..................................... u      -       u      u
____ Phainopepla........................................... c      c      c       c

Olive Warbler
____ Olive Warbler......................................... u      u      u     u

Longspurs
____ Chestnut-collared Longspur............. r      -       -      r

Wood Warblers
____ Ovenbird ................................................. x       -       -       -
____ Worm-eating Warbler ......................... x      -       -       -
____ Louisiana Waterthrush ....................... -       -       x      x
____ Northern Waterthrush....................... r       -        r       -
____Golden-winged Warbler ..................... -        -      x       x
____ Black-and-white Warbler...................  r      -       -       r
____ Crescent-chested Warbler .................. x       x      x      x
____ Tennessee Warbler ............................... -        -      -        x
____ Orange-crowned Warbler................. c       -       c      u
____ Lucy’s Warbler....................................... c       c      u      -
____ Nashville Warbler................................. u       -       u      -
____ Virginia’s Warbler.................................. u      u      u      -
____ MacGillivray’s Warbler........................ u       -      u       -
____ Hooded Warbler ................................... x       x  -       -
____ American Redstart ...............................  -      -       x      -
____ Cerulean Warbler .................................  x      -       -       -
____ Northern Parula .................................... x       x      -      x
____ Tropical Parula ...................................... -        x      -      -
____ Blackburnian Warbler ......................... x       -       -      -
____ Yellow Warbler....................................... r        r      r      - 
____ Chestnut-sided Warbler ...................... -        x      -      -
____ Black-throated Blue Warbler ............. x       -       -      x
____ Pine Warbler............................................ x      -       -       - 
____ Yellow-rumped Warbler..................... c       u      c     u
____ Yellow-throated Warbler .................... x       -      -      x
____ Prairie Warbler ......................................  x      -       -       -
____ Grace’s Warbler...................................... c      c      u      -
____ Black-throated Gray Warbler............ c       c     u       r
____ Townsend’s Warbler............................. c      u     c        r
____ Hermit Warbler.....................................  u      r      u       x
____ Black-throated Green Warbler .......... -        -     x       -
____ Fan-tailed Warbler .............................. x        -      -       -
____ Wilson’s Warbler.................................... c      u       r      -
____ Red-faced Warbler............................... c      c      u       - 
____ Painted Redstart................................... c      c       c     u
____ Slate-throated Redstart ...................... x      -       -       -
____ Yellow-breasted Chat.......................... r       r       r       -
 

Towhees  & Sparrows                                   Sp   Su    F    W
____ Green-tailed Towhee........................... u      -      u      c
____ Spotted Towhee.................................... u     u     u      u
____ Rufous-crowned Sparrow.................. c      c      c     c
____ Canyon Towhee..................................... c      c      c      c
____ Abert’s Towhee...................................... r       r       r      r
____ Rufous-winged Sparrow..................... c     c     u     u
____ Botteri’s Sparrow................................... c     c     u      x 
____ Cassin’s Sparrow.................................... u     c     u      r
____ Chipping Sparrow................................ c      -     c      c
____ Clay-colored Sparrow........................... x      -     -       -
____ Brewer’s Sparrow.................................. c      -     c      c
____ Black-chinned Sparrow...................... r       -     r      r 
____ Vesper Sparrow..................................... c      -     u      c
____ Lark Sparrow.......................................... u      -     u     c
____ Five-striped Sparrow ............................ x      -      -      -
____ Black-throated Sparrow..................... c      c     c      c
____ Lark Bunting........................................... u      -     u     u
____ Savannah Sparrow............................... u      -     u     c
____ Grasshopper Sparrow.......................... -      -      -     r
____ Fox Sparrow............................................ -       -      -     r
____ Song Sparrow......................................... r      -      r     -
____ Lincoln’s Sparrow.................................. u     -      u     u
____ White-throated Sparrow ..................... x      -      -      x
____ White-crowned Sparrow.................... c      -     c      c
____ Golden-crowned Sparrow ................... -      -     -      x
____ Dark-eyed Junco................................... c     -      c      c
____ Yellow-eyed Junco................................ c      c     c     c

Tanagers
____ Hepatic Tanager.................................... c     c     u      r
____ Summer Tanager.................................. c     c     u      -
____ Scarlet Tanager ..................................... -      x     -       -
____ Western Tanager................................... c     c     c      -
____ Flame-colored Tanager...................... r      r      -      -
  
Cardinals, Grosbeaks & Buntings   
____ Northern Cardinal................................ c      c     c      c
____ Pyrrhuloxia............................................. u     u     u     u
____ Yellow Grosbeak ................................... -       x     -      -
____ Rose-breasted Grosbeak................... r      r      r      x 
____ Black-headed Grosbeak.................... c      c      c     -
____ Blue Grosbeak....................................... c      c     u     -
____ Lazuli Bunting....................................... u      -      u     -
____ Indigo Bunting...................................... r       -      r     - 
____ Varied Bunting...................................... c      c      c     -
____ Painted Bunting .................................... -       -      x     -

Blackbirds & Orioles      
____ Red-winged Blackbird...................... -       r       r       -
____ Eastern Meadowlark......................... c       c      c      c
____ Western Meadowlark........................ r        -      r      u

Coverage - The grassland bajada, mesquite brush, 
and grazing land along Madera Canyon Road from 
the Florida Wash uphill in and along both sides of 
Madera Canyon through the oak and juniper forests 
and pine and fir forests to the tops of Mt. Wrightson 
and Mt. Hopkins (See map).

Sp = Spring (March through May)
Su = Summer (June and July)
F = Fall (August through November)
W = Winter (December through February)

c = common - Species seen on almost every trip to 
the Canyon in the appropriate season and habitat.

u = uncommon - Species may only be found on 
half of the trips to the Canyon or fewer.

r = rare - Species may be found on only one of 
many trips to the Canyon and then with some luck.

i = irregular - Species occur at irregular intervals;            
present in some years and absent in others, but 
usually within the same season and habitat. 

x = accidental - Species that have been found in 
the Canyon less than five times in the past 20 years.

This checklist was compiled by Laurens Halsey, 
George West, Jack Murray, and Mark Stevenson

 for the Friends of Madera Canyon.

Please report your sightings of any of the 
accidental species listed above, or any species 
found outside its normal season or habitat to:

info@friendsofmaderacanyon.org.



Nighthawks & Nightjars                    Sp   Su    F    W 
____ Lesser Nighthawk............................... c      c      c      -  
____ Common Nighthawk......................... -      r       -       - 
____ Common Poorwill.............................. c      c      u      -
____ Buff-collared Nightjar........................ i       i       -      -
____ Mexican Whip-poor-will................... c     c      u      - 
 
Swifts    
____ Vaux’s Swift............................................ r      -      u      -
____ White-throated Swift......................... c      c      c      u

Hummingbirds
____ Broad-billed Hummingbird............. c      c      c      r
____ White-eared Hummingbird............. r      r      -       -
____ Berylline Hummingbird.................... -       r      r      -
____ Violet-crowned Hummingbird....... r       r      r      - 
____ Blue-throated Hummingbird.......... u     u     u      r
____ Magnificent Hummingbird.............. c      c     c      u
____ Lucifer Hummingbird ........................ -       r      -      -
____ Black-chinned Hummingbird.........  c      c     c       -
____ Anna’s Hummingbird.........................  c      c     c      r
____ Costa’s Hummingbird......................... u      u     u     r
____ Calliope Hummingbird......................  r       r      r      -    
____ Broad-tailed Hummingbird.............. c      c     c      - 
____ Rufous Hummingbird......................... c      u    c      -    
____ Allen’s Hummingbird.......................... r       r      r     -

Trogons & Kingfishers                   
____ Elegant Trogon ..................................... c     c     u      r
____ Eared Quetzal ......................................... -     -      x      -
____ Belted Kingfisher ................................. -     x      x      -

Woodpeckers   
____ Acorn Woodpecker.............................. c     c     c      c
____ Gila Woodpecker.................................. u     u    u      u
____ Williamson’s Sapsucker....................... r      -     r       r
____ Yellow-bellied Sapsucker.................... -      -     r      r
____ Red-naped Sapsucker......................... u     -     u     u
____ Red-breasted Sapsucker..................... -     -     -       r
____ Ladder-backed Woodpecker............ c      c     c     c
____ Hairy Woodpecker................................ u     u     u    u
____ Arizona Woodpecker........................... c      c     c     c
____ Northern Flicker.................................... c      u     c     c

Tyrant Flycatchers   
____ Northern Beardless-Tyrannulet....... u     u     r      r
____ Olive-sided Flycatcher........................ u      -     u     -
____ Greater Pewee....................................... c      c     r      r
____ Western Wood-Pewee........................ c      c     u     -
____ Eastern Wood-Pewee ........................... -      x     -      -
____ Hammond’s Flycatcher....................... c     -     c      r 
____ Gray Flycatcher...................................... u     -     r      r

Tyrant Flycatchers (continued)  Sp   Su    F   W
____ Dusky Flycatcher................................... u     -     u     r
____ Pacific-slope Flycatcher...................... u     -     u      - 
____ Cordilleran Flycatcher......................... c     c     u      -
 ____Buff-breasted Flycatcher.................... r      -     r      -
____ Black Phoebe.......................................... u     u    u     r
____ Eastern Phoebe........................................ -      -     -     x
____ Say’s Phoebe........................................... c     c     c     u
____ Vermilion Flycatcher............................ r      r      r      -
____ Dusky-capped Flycatcher.................. c     c     u      -
____ Ash-throated Flycatcher..................... c    c      c      r
____ Brown-crested Flycatcher.................. c     c     u      -
____ Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher................ c     c      -      - 
____ Cassin’s Kingbird................................... c     c     u      -
____ Thick-billed Kingbird ............................ x     -     -       -
____ Western Kingbird.................................. c     c     c      -
____ Rose-throated Becard .......................... x     x     -      -
  
Shrikes    
____ Loggerhead Shrike............................... u     u     u      u
   
Vireos
____ White-eyed Vireo .................................... -      -      x      -
____ Bell’s Vireo................................................ c      c     u      -
____ Gray Vireo................................................. r      r      -       -
____ Yellow-throated Vireo............................ -      -      x      -
____ Plumbeous Vireo................................... c      c      c      r
____ Cassin’s Vireo........................................... c      -      u     -
____ Hutton’s Vireo......................................... c      c      c     c
____ Red-eyed Vireo ....................................... -       -      x      -
____ Warbling Vireo........................................ c      c      u     -
____ Yellow-green Vireo.................................. -      x      -      - 

 Jays, Crows, & Ravens    
____ Steller’s Jay............................................. u     u     u     u
____ Western Scrub-Jay............................... r      r      r     r
____ Mexican Jay............................................ c     c      c     c
____ Chihuahuan Raven.............................. u     u     u    u
____ Common Raven.................................... c     c      c     c

Larks    
____ Horned Lark............................................ r      r      r     r

Swallows    
____ Purple Martin......................................... r      r      r      -
____ Tree Swallow........................................... r      -     x      -
____ Violet-green Swallow........................... r      r     r       -
____ Northern Rough-winged Swallow.. r      -     r       -
____ Cliff Swallow........................................... u     u    u      -
____ Barn Swallow.......................................... u     u     u     -

Titmice & Chickadees                                  Sp   Su    F    W
____ Mountain Chickadee ............................. -     -       x      -
____ Bridled Titmouse................................... c     c      c      c
 
Verdin & Bushtit                                                               
____ Verdin...................................................... c     c      c      c
____ Bushtit..................................................... u     u     u      u

Nuthatches 
____ Red-breasted Nuthatch.................... i      i       i       i
____ White-breasted Nuthatch................ c     c     c      c
____ Pygmy Nuthatch................................. i      i       i       i

Creepers    
____ Brown Creeper..................................... c       c     c     c

Wrens    
____ Cactus Wren........................................... u    u     u     u
____ Rock Wren............................................... u    u     u     u
____ Canyon Wren......................................... c     c     c      c
____ Bewick’s Wren........................................ c     c     c      c
____ House Wren............................................ c     c     c      u
____ Pacific Wren............................................ -      -     -       r
____ Winter Wren............................................ -      -     r       r

Gnatcatchers & Kinglets    
____ Blue-gray Gnatcatcher........................ u     r     u     r
____ Black-tailed Gnatcatcher.................... u     u     u    u
____ Black-capped Gnatcatcher ............... r      r      r     r
____ Golden-crowned Kinglet.................... r      -      r     r
____ Ruby-crowned Kinglet........................ c     r      c     c

Thrushes   
____ Eastern Bluebird.................................... r     r      r      r
____ Western Bluebird.................................. u     r      u    u
____ Mountain Bluebird...............................  i      -     -      i
____ Townsend’s Solitaire............................. r      -     r     u
____ Brown-backed Solitaire ....................... -       -     x     -
____ Swainson’s Thrush................................ u      -     u     - 
____ Hermit Thrush........................................ c     c      c     c
____ Wood Thrush ........................................... -     x     -      -
____ Rufous-backed Robin ............................ -      -     x      -
____ American Robin..................................... c     c     u     r
____ Varied Thrush .......................................... -      -     x     x
____ Aztec Thrush ........................................... -     -      r     x

Mimids                                                          
____ Gray Catbird............................................. -      -      x     x
____ Northern Mockingbird........................ c     c      c    c
____ Sage Thrasher......................................... r      x      r     -
____ Brown Thrasher ..................................... x      -       -     -
____ Curve-billed Thrasher.......................... u     u     u    u

Quail & Turkey                                               Sp   Su    F    W 
____ Scaled Quail...........................................  i      i       i      i
____ Gambel’s Quail...................................... u     u     u     u
____ Montezuma Quail................................ u     u     u     u
____ Wild Turkey.............................................. c     c     c     c

Vultures, Kites, Hawks, Eagles & Falcons                
____ Black Vulture........................................... -       r     -       -     
____ Turkey Vulture........................................ u      c    c       -
____ Osprey........................................................ -       -     x      -
____ White-tailed Kite..................................... -       x -      - 
____ Northern Harrier.................................... u     -     u      u
____ Sharp-shinned Hawk........................... r      -      -      u
____ Cooper’s Hawk....................................... c       c     c     c
____ Northern Goshawk............................... r       r      r      r
____ Common Black-Hawk........................... x      -      -      -
____ Broad-winged Hawk............................. x      -      -      -
____ Gray Hawk .............................................. r      r      -      -
____ Short-tailed Hawk.................................. -      x      x     -
____ Swainson’s Hawk................................... u    u      u     -
____ Zone-tailed Hawk................................. u     u     u      -
____ Red-tailed Hawk.................................... c     c     c      c
____ Ferruginous Hawk................................ -      -      -       r
____ Golden Eagle......................................... u     u     u     u
____ American Kestrel.................................. u     u     u     u
____ Merlin....................................................... r       -       r      r
____ Peregrine Falcon.................................. u      r      u     u
____ Prairie Falcon......................................... r      r       r      u

Rails
____ Sora ........................................................... -      -       x      -

Pigeons & Doves                                        
____ Band-tailed Pigeon............................. u      u      u     r
____ White-winged Dove........................... u      c       c     -
____ Mourning Dove.................................... c      c       c     u
____ Inca Dove................................................ r       r       r      r
____ Common Ground-Dove..................... r      r        r      r

Cuckoos & Roadrunners  
____ Yellow-billed Cuckoo.......................... -       u      -      -   
____ Greater Roadrunner............................ u      u     u     u

Owls    
____ Barn Owl.................................................. r       r      r      r
____ Flammulated Owl................................ r       r -      -
____ Western Screech-Owl........................ u      u     u     u
____ Whiskered Screech-Owl.................... c      c      r      r
____ Great Horned Owl............................... u      u     u     u
____ Northern Pygmy-Owl........................ u      u      u     u
____ Elf Owl..................................................... c      c       -      x  
____ Spotted Owl.......................................... r       r       r      r                
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